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“Vocalist June Bisantz pays 
tribute to the singing of legendary 

trumpeter/vocalist Chet Baker on this 
collection of standards 

associated with him. 

Along with collaborators pianist Alex 
Nakhimovsky and guitarist 

Norman Johnson, the group achieves 
its goal by emulation rather than 

imitation. 

Bisantz captures Baker’s soft, inti-
mate vocal sound, the key to making 

the project work.  It’s a vocal style 
completely out of step with current 
“diva” practice: seemingly almost 

casual, with no overt 
technical or emotional display.”

All About Jazz
Mark Sullivan 

Fall 2015

RECENT reviews

“Bisantz captures Baker’s soft, 
intimate vocal sound, 
the key to making the 

project work.”  



recent REVIEWS
“Bisantz keeps the proceedings appropriately 
hushed, her singing – which many have 
noted, resembles that of Pheobe Snow – 
sensitively shaded by pianist Alex 
Nakhimovsky, guitarist Norman Johnson, 
bassist Matt Dwonszyk and drummer Ben 
Bellillo.  

 June delivers shivers with an 
intonation that bears the glint of moonlit 
melancholy, but hardly lacks for warmth – 
particularly when she’s accompanied by just 
Nakhimovsky and Johnson, or solely by the 
guitarist or when she goes it alone as she does 
on an a capella read of “Spring Is Here”.  
%LVDQW]·�KRUQ�OLNH�SKUDVLQJ�ÁRDWV�DWRS�WKH�
quartet’s sterling accompaniment on 
“It’s Always You”. 

Jazziz Magazine
Spring 2016 | Art for your Ears

“June Bisantz’ smooth seductive voice is 
infections. Her breathy, soft, trilly voice 
works well with the interaction of the 
ÁXJHOKRUQ��7KH�HQWLUH�DOEXP�LV�D�JHP��
Bisantz’ voice is simply so catching that the 
album will leave you wanting to hear more.” 

Jazziz Magazine

Michael Faigen

“June delivers shivers 
with an intonation that 

bears the glint of moonlit 
melancholy ...”



I attribute the highest praise to 
Nakhimovsky’s piano in his duet with 
June, “Born to Be Blue.”  Also mem-
orable are “Forgetful” and “You’re 
Mine You”, duets with the sensual 
guitar of Norman Johnson.  Trumpeter 
Gabor Viragh faced a particular 
challenge - playing in the style of Chet 
Baker is not easy. However, the sound 
of his horn in “Ev’ry Time We Say 
Goodbye” is beyond praise.

Nevertheless, the spectacular point of 
the album is the last song, June Bisantz 
without accompaniment. 
Her performance of  Rodgers-Hart’s 
“Spring Is Here” is like a  signature on 
a new portrait of a remarkable 
musician, a portrait June and her 
colleagues have created with 
“It’s Always You”.  

jazzquad.ru
Leonid Auskern

RECENT reviews

“June masterfully 
recreates the soft, lyrical, 

very intimate singing style 
of Baker. Her pure, beautiful 

voice with expressive 
intonations 

envelops the listener and 
immerses one in an 
imaginary jazz club 

atmosphere...



recent REVIEWS 

´7KH�/LWFKÀHOG�-D]]�)HVWLYDO�ZLOO�
celebrate its 18th season at the 

Goshen Fairgrounds, August 9-11. 
Singer June Bisantz, also a visual 

artist, known for her public art 
installations, performs a 

tribute to trumpeter and vocalist 
Chet Baker on Sunday.

 June Bisantz & Alex Nakhimovsky  

Bisantz just may be the 
breakout artist of the 

festival.  Artistic 
director Vita Muir 

discovered her last year.  

“I took myself over to 
Dan Blow’s Music @Jap-
analia series in Hartford 

to see what all the fuss 
was about – and fell in 
love with her voice and 
the project” says Muir.

Connecticut Magazine 
CPR



“Bisantz leaves her own pale-moon, 
feminine grooves on the melodies 

letting the instrumentalists follow that 
well-worn path with special highlights 

along the way, gently coaxing out what 
was meant to be.

Her vocals are soft, but embed the lyrics 
themselves with a deep resonant 

tonality, a full-bodied residue that melts 
the words until there is just a groan 

in the aftermath of emotional collapse, 
helplessness in “Your’e Mine You”, 

raw, self-conscious need on “I Don’t 
Stand a Ghost of a Chance”, 

containment in longing for the 
Disney-esque “My Ideal”, a ballet 

music box of a cover.

There is just enough of a strum of a 
light guitar, hand in hand with Bisantz’ 

light, lifting vocals until the bare 
 essence of a fan’s view of Chet Baker is 

all you hear.”

AXS Jazz Examiner
Carol Banks Weber

RECENT reviews

“Bisantz leaves her own 
pale-moon, feminine 
grooves on the melodies 
... with light, lifting 
vocals until the bare 
essence of a fan’s view 
of Chet Baker is all you 
hear.”



“Vocalist June Bisantz 
looked like an updated mod 
transplant from London’s 
swinging 60s in a
geometric A-line dress 
and sunglasses.  
Her voice and manner were 
as hip as her look: she sang 
like someone who has been 
places and done things.”

-XQH�%LVDQW]��/LWFKÀHOG�-D]]�)HVWLYDO��*RVKHQ��&7

recent REVIEWS 

Bisantz started the Chet Baker Project a 
few years ago, and the same musicians have 
been with her since the inception.  Bisantz 
said “Chet Baker really gets into your heart 
and soul. Whatever happened in his 
checkered life, his musicianship outlasts it 
all”. 

Included in the set were “Let’s Fall in 
Love”, “It’s Always You”, “Born to be 
Blue”, “It Could Happen to You”, “There 
Will Never Be Another You” and “Let’s Get 
Lost”.  Bisantz, who is also an accomplished 
visual artist, dedicated “Imagination” to 
DOO�WKH�GUHDPHUV�RXW�WKHUH���6KH�ÀQLVKHG�KHU�
superb set with “Ev’ry Time We Say Good-
bye.”   

Jazz Police
Sheila Horne Mason
��WK�$QQXDO�/LWFKÀHOG�-D]]�)HVWLYDO



“Cool and still full 
of emotion – 

just like Chet Baker” 
Jazz Podium Magazine, Germany

Hans Kittlaus

“Chet Baker’s lyrical trumpet and soft 
vocal style epitomized the cool jazz sound 

emanating from the West Coast in the 
1950s. Singer June Bisantz channels that 
feeling on “It’s Always You”, the second 

CD inspired by Baker’s sound.  

Her smoky voice and artful sense of time 
are showcased as she covers a dozen tunes 
associated with Chet Baker.  Bisantz gets 

stellar support from pianist Alex 
Nakhiovsky and guitarist Norman 

Johnson.  She teams with both on 
Everything Depends on You and Born to 

Be Blue, and with just Johnson on 
Forgetful, “You’re Mine You” and “The 

Night we Called it a Day”.  Gaobr Viragh 
adds Baker-like trumpet accompaniment 

on four tracks, most notably 
“My Ideal” and the wistful “Evr’y Time 
We Say Goodbye”.  Bisantz closes things 

out with a brief a capella take on 
“Spring is Here”.  

4XLWH�ÀWWLQJO\�IRU�KHU�SURMHFW��VKH�
 dedicated the title track to Baker.”

Jazz Notes 
Ken Franckling  

RECENT reviews



Under The Radar: June Bisantz Sings Chet Baker

“I bring you good news: this is a keeper.
June evokes Chet Baker’s small voice and tender, 
thoughtful phrasing and is aided by the skilled 
Gabor Viragh standing in as the trumpet and 
ÁXHJHOKRUQ�PDQ��

Sorrow and fragility do not overwhelm the 
atmosphere even though they linger at the 
edges. Although she sounds quite sensitive and 
thoughtful, June’s timbre conjures up a person 
with more emotional distance and perspective. 
In fact, there’s an older-but-wiser maternal 
presence, a bit in the later Rosemary Clooney 
mold. Her timbre also reminds me of 
Nancy Wilson.

The essence is there, but there’s some 
freshness, too. The good taste and subtle, skilled 
playing from the band members here should not 
be underestimated. The players are to be 
commended. In addition to the aforementioned 
brass player, pianist Alex Nakhimovsky is quite 
wonderful and gets ample opportunity to be 
heard and add to the classy environment.”

Sound Advice | Talking Broadway
Rob Lester

recent REVIEWS 

“I bring you 
good news: 

this is a keeper.”



“June you are an angel. I love 
Chet Baker and your renditions on 

this album are so unique and yet 
also so Chet. They take me straight 

to heaven. My listeners love it. 
Thank you and be assured that 

you now have fans in Queensland,
Australia.”

Helen Jarroe, Cairns FM89.1 Australia

“Bisantz’ voice is throaty, strong, 
quiet: her timing is surprising, 

velvety and bright.” 
Ann Porotti, WTJU,  Virginia, USA

June Bisantz, Body & Soul, Tokyo, Japan

´$Q�LPSUHVVLYH�RͿHULQJ�IURP�-XQH�%LVDQW]�DQG�
enviable musicians. It’s got the Chet Baker cool - 
emotionally connecting on every level.”
Helen Simons, The JazzXpress Caravan, Australia Jazz 
4Zzz102.1 FM 

“The soothing vocals and beautiful jazz 
arrangements compliment this mesmerising vocal. 
Beautiful!”
Parko Parkinson QBN FM 96.7 Australia 

“I was in awe when I heard her voice; especially 
carrying Chet’s ballads. You can bet that I will keep 
my ear closely tuned in for her from now on.”
Charles Jones, Music Director, WSYC Shippensburg, PA

“June’s voice is very captivating, relaxing and seduc-
tive. This CD has been one of the most requested to be 
played not only on the jazz programs but also on the 
mainstream music programs. It is really wonderful!”
Rafel Corbi Radio RPEM-FM Spain

“This CD is delicious! Great singing and 
very beautiful arrangements, played with great 
sensibility.”
Bruno Pollacci, AnimaJAZZ, Italy

“June’s clear strong vocals, combined with great 
musicianship, draws one into the smoky, 
comfortable, night clubs of yesteryear. This is not only 
an album for Chet Baker fans, but for all fans of Jazz 
whatever their age. Sit back and be drawn in by the 
ambience of it all.”
Tony Bates Highlands 100.7FM Australia

“The review can only be; Chet should be proud of her, 
D�JUHDW�&'�ZLWK�D�IDQWDVWLF�SHUIRUPDQFH�RQ�WKRVH�ÀQH�
Baker songs!”
Joost van Steen Alphen Stad FM Netherlands

“Beautiful voice. June kept me captivated through the 
WHOLE album. The band was AMAZING as well. 
Overall it’s an 11 out of 10!! Truly GREAT!”
Jason (Xu) Marzetti DJSR 88.5 Canada

RADIO reviews



“To say this is good is like saying that Ella 
Fitzgerald is just an OK singer. June has a voice 

God gives a very few. Move over 
Ella, Sarah & Diana, a new voice has emerged.”

Barry Rosen, WHCJ-FM, Georgia, USA

“Without doubt the best release received this year 
from any source. Great vocals with 

impressive backing. 
Congratulations to all involved.”

Martin Wright Radio 3ZZZ, Melboune, Australia

radio REVIEWS

 June Bisantz & Alex Nakhimovsky   Tokyo, Japan
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